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CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Steve Sexton called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., with the Pledge of
Allegiance. Council members present: Tonya Bieche, Joe DeGloria, Rick DeGloria, Edie
Edmundson, and Ted Montgomery. Staff present: Brian Dempsey, Bryan Harrison, Brad
Johnson, Brittany Johnson, Leif Johnson, Tom Moser, Marv Pulst, Renee Sinclair, Bill Van
Wieringen, and Levon Yengoyan.

A motion was made to excuse Councilors Aslett/Loving by Councilors 
Bieche/Montgomery.   Councilors Edmundson/R. DeGloria in favor; Councilor J. 
DeGloria opposed.  Motion carried.

MINUTES:
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2016 council meeting by
Councilors R. DeGloria/Montgomery. All in favor; motion carried.

AUDIT OF BILLS:
A motion was made by Councilors R. DeGloria/Edmundson to approve Accounts
Payable checks numbered 32282 - 32419 in the amount of $291,450.05; July 15th payroll
checks numbered 32251 - 32281 in the amount of $405,356.19. All in favor; motion
carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Carol Clayton – 586 SW Fairhaven Ave Oak Harbor – stated that she was with the Skagit
County Coalition Against Human Trafficking and invited the council to an informative 
meeting regarding the Nordic Model that was recently passed by King County to prevent
trafficking.  Ms. Clayton stated that King County passed the Nordic Model and the 
problem is moving North and South of the I-5 Corridor.  Ms. Clayton stated that human 
trafficking is a money making activity and steps need to be taken to deter that activity 
from coming to Skagit County.  The informative breakfast will feature Val Richey, King 
County Prosecutor, and he will present on what the Nordic Model is and how it was 
implemented in King County.  The breakfast will be held on Tuesday, August 23rd, at 9:30
a.m. at the Anacortes Public Library.  All are invited and encouraged to attend.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
There were no Council Comments.

MAYOR’S UPDATE:
There was not a Mayor’s Update.



COUNCIL CHAMBERS         CITY HALL  BURLINGTON, WA

July 28, 2016

2

PROCLAMATION:
There was no proclamation.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
There was no Special Presentation.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:
Public Works Director Marv Pulst stated that there is a federal safety dollars grant
opportunity; these are the same funds that were used for the Burlington Boulevard
safety improvements. The proposed project will be improving the traffic signal at
Costco Drive and George Hopper Road. The improvements to that intersection include
increased turn lanes and signal revisions. The estimate for the design and construction
of the project is $727,000. If the City receives the grant and they use the funds within a
year there is no match required; however if the City does not use the funds within a
year there is a 15% match required. Councilor R. DeGloria commented that he thinks
this is a good idea as it has been a problem for a long time and that he hopes that the
work can be done in the evening as to not disrupt businesses in that area. Director
Pulst stated that yes; they are being mindful of disrupting businesses and are going to
be planning most of the work for evening hours.

Director Pulst reported that the Streets Department is actively engaged in reworking
roads at Skagit River Park. The crew is regrading and adding material so smooth the
road.  This is a short term solution, but it will serve the City well.  

Director Pulst stated that the Engineering Department will need a consultant for the
Transportation Improvement Plan. They have been negotiating with TSI Consultants, a
company that has worked on Anacortes and Mount Vernon’s TIP. The initial estimate
came in at $69,000; after the bid was received the engineering staff they met with TSI
and negotiated the price down to $45,000. There will be further conversation with TSI
to further negotiate the price.

Director Pulst reported that he had been asked by Councilor Loving to prioritize the
modifications to the Parks & Recreation building. Pulst stated that he would complete
that list and provide the updated list to the City Council. Pulst stated that adding Wi-Fi
to the building will be included. 

Senior Planner Brad Johnson gave a presentation on the City of Burlington
Comprehensive Plan. The topics covered included why planning is important, Growth
Management Act requirements, population and employment forecast, what this plan
means for Burlington, and the next steps in developing a comprehensive plan. Senior
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Planner Brad Johnson stated that the comprehensive plan is a vision of how the City will
change and develop over the next twenty years and it is a key decision making tool.
When the comprehensive plan is properly applied it can help to avoid future problems,
ensure efficiency and effectiveness, and reduce unnecessary expenses and risks. Senior
Planner Brad Johnson explained what the Growth Management Act is and the
requirements for the City of Burlington and other cities and counties, and the goals of
the Growth Management Act (GMA). Senior Planner Brad Johnson reviewed the
implications for Burlington, including the deadline and the range of topics that the City
must address, what the City needs to do to meet the requirements of the GMA, the
population and employment forecasts, and the changes that have been made to the
GMA. Senior Planner Brad Johnson closed the presentation by reviewing the next
steps for the City of Burlington which include establishing a scope of work and public
participation plan, review of SEPA determination, conduct land capacity analysis, update
transportation plans and forecasts, make non-substantive changes to the
comprehensive plan; the final changes will be based on updated analysis and studies.
Discussion followed regarding FEMA guidelines and updated maps.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

RASPBERRY  RIDGE  INTERLOCAL  AGREEMENT;  PARTIES:  CITY  OF  BURLINGTON,  SKAGIT
COUNTY, AND THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF SKAGIT COUNTY
Mayor Sexton stated that the agreement in the City Council Agenda Packet was the
agreed upon agreement. Skagit County has then sent the City two revised agreements,
which neither Council, the Mayor, the City Attorney, or the City Administrator have had
time to review as one of those revisions was delivered the day of the council meeting.
Mayor Sexton suggested that this item be removed from the agenda. Mayor Sexton
commented that he was disappointed that his transpired this way; there has been a lot
of time and discussion regarding this agreement and there is a lot of political capitol on
this agreement.  

Ryan Walters – Assistant Director Skagit County Planning & Development Services –
apologized for the delay in receiving the revisions. The changes were largely non-
substantive and made by the County attorney and legal department regarding code
enforcement around Sanchez Lane and who would be enforcing. Mayor Sexton
thanked Ryan Walters and stated City staff would review the revisions made by the
County and make further revisions if need, but that any revisions need to be received in
a timely manner.  

No action was taken.
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CONSENT AGENDA:
There was no Consent Agenda.

NEW BUSINESS:

AMENDED   SALARY   RESOLUTION   –   ESTABLISHING   THE   CLASSIFICATION   OF   PUBLIC
SERVICES    ASSOCIATE,    TECHNICAL    SERVICES    LEAD,    AND    TECHNICAL    SERVICES
ASSOCIATE
Library Director Sarah Ward stated that the library recently had a long time employee
retire and this gave the library an opportunity to analyze the duties and the structure of
the library staff. Upon review of the duties and structure it was determined that work
could be done more effectively if the library restructured the existing opening into two
new part-time positions and one full-time position. This restructure would result in
savings of over $18,000 for the City. Discussion followed regarding how this would save
money, the benefits included with these positions, if the part-time positions would ever
become full-time, and the effects this will have on the library.

A motion was made to adopt the amended 2016 Salary Resolution and authorize the
Mayor’s signature by Councilors Montgomery/J. DeGloria.  All in favor; motion carried.

BID & CONTRACT AWARD – EAST RIO VISTA AVENUE SEWER REPLACEMENT
Public Works Director Marv Pulst stated this project is for the replacement of 12” sewer
line that was built in 1946 on East Rio Vista Avenue. Bids were opened for replacing the
sewer line on Tuesday, July 14th. The lowest, responsive bidder was P&P Excavating
from Bellingham in the amount of $38,793.56. This project has been budgeted for 2016.
Pulst reviewed the scope of work for the project.

A motion was made to award the bid and approve the agreement with P&P Excavating
for the Sewer Replacement Project and authorize the Mayor’s signature on applicable
documents by Councilors R. DeGloria/Bieche.  All in favor; motion carried.

JAIL INMATE AGREEMENT WITH PUBLIC HOSPITAL DISTRICT NO. 1 SKAGIT COUNTY
City Attorney Leif Johnson stated that this agreement has been in the works for a long
time between the parties. The reason for the agreement is that law enforcement need
to have inmates medically attended to. Attorney Johnson reviewed the history of the
agreement. The rates in the agreement are Labor & Industries published rates which
results in a cost savings to the City as they are lower than the hospital would charge.
The cities of Sedro Woolley, Mount Vernon, and Anacortes are in the process of
adopting similar agreements and he recommends the approval of this agreement to City
Council.
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A motion was made to approve the Jail Inmate Medical Agreement between the City of
Burlington and Public Hospital District No. 1 Skagit County and authorize the Mayor’s
signature by Councilors Bieche/R. DeGloria.  All in favor; motion carried.

PROPOSED  CITY  OF  BURLINGTON  VIDEO  POLICY  FOR  CLOSED  CIRCUIT  MONITORING
AND RECORDING OF PUBLIC AREAS FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY PURPOSES
City Attorney Leif Johnson stated that this policy has been reviewed by many City
departments, primarily the IT Manager Geoff Hawes. This policy was created after
reviewing other cities’ video policies. Attorney Johnson stated that it is important to
establish ground rules for live and recorded monitoring to protect. He recommended
that City Council adopt the proposed policy as the City has many cameras already
operating; this policy may be revised at a letter date if needed. Councilor Bieche
inquired what the status of the cameras is underneath I-5 on the Tammi Wilson Trail.
Director Pulst answered that there are two cameras located at the sewer pump stations
that are monitored by Public Works and provide a view of the trail.  

A motion was made to approve the proposed video policy for closed circuit video
monitoring and recording of public areas for safety and security purposes by Councilors
J. DeGloria/Bieche.  All in favor; motion carried.

LEASE  AGREEMENT  WITH  MEI  FONG  CHINN  TO  LEASE  THE  CANTON  PARKING  LOT  FOR
PUBLIC PARKING
City Administrator Bryan Harrison stated that at the request of the property owner to
the City to hold on the lease until further notice.

No action was taken.

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO SURPLUS TWO USED PATROL VEHICLES
Police Chief Bill Van Wieringen stated that there was a change to the original request;
the 2011 Crown Victoria is going to be transferred to another City department. The
modified request is for surplus of the 2003 Ford Crown Victoria. Discussion followed
regarding the need of the second vehicle by another City department, if the vehicle was
inoperable, and other options that the City may move forward with in regards to surplus
vehicles.  

A motion was made to approve the surplus of one used patrol vehicle, 2003 Ford Crown
Victoria by Councilors Montgomery/Bieche.  All in favor; motion carried.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
An Executive Session will be held Per RCW 42.30.110 to discuss with legal counsel
representing the agency matters relating to agency enforcement actions, or to discuss
with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential litigation to which the
agency, the governing body, or a member acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to
become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an
adverse legal or financial consequence to the agency. The executive session should take
approximately twenty minutes and no action is expected as a result of the executive
session.  Council and city staff adjourned for Executive Session at 7:56 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Sexton adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

                                                                                                                                                             
Renee Sinclair Steve Sexton
Director of Budget & Accounting Mayor


