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CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Pro Tempore Chris Loving called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., with the
Pledge of Allegiance. Council members present: Bill Aslett, Tonya Bieche, Joe DeGloria,
Rick DeGloria, Edie Edmundson, and Ted Montgomery. Staff present: Brian Dempsey,
Bryan Harrison, Brad Johnson, Brittany Johnson, Leif Johnson, Tom Moser, Marv Pulst,
Renee Sinclair, Bill Van Wieringen, and Sarah Ward.

MINUTES:
A motion was made by Councilors J. DeGloria/Bieche to approve the minutes of the
May 12, 2016 council meeting.  All in favor; motion carried.

AUDIT OF BILLS:
A motion was made by Councilors R. DeGloria/Aslett to approve Accounts Payable
checks numbered 31627 – 31743 in the amount of $593,359.28; May 13th payroll checks
numbered 31605 - 31626 in the amount of $344,978.36.  All in favor; motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
There were no Public Comments.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Councilor Aslett stated that he met the new EDASC Director last week and he brought 
up the Lodging Tax TPA.  He understood the concerns of the cities and the origination 
and oversight of the funds.  EDASC has been approached to take over TPA.  Councilor 
Aslett that this approach would address the concerns that the cities throughout Skagit 
County had in regards to the TPA.

MAYOR’S UPDATE:
There was not a Mayor’s Update.

PROCLAMATION:
There was no proclamation.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
There was no Special Presentation.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:
City Administrator Bryan Harrison reported that on June 11th the Burlington Public
Library will be hosting a Quidditch/Harry Potter Festival at Skagit River Park. Berry Dairy
Days will be held June 17th – 19th and that city and chamber staff have been working
hard to organize the event. There is a new amateur BBQ competition that will be held
on Sunday with the car show. On June 25th the Burlington Public Library will celebrate
the 100th anniversary.

Administrator Harrison stated that an interlocal agreement regarding Raspberry Ridge
had been received from Skagit County for city staff to review. The agreement has been
reviewed and given back to the county for review. Council will be provided with a copy
of the next draft of the interlocal agreement when available.

Administrator Harrison reported that the Regional Director of Washington State Parks
& Recreation sent a letter thanking the Public Works Department for their quick
response to the drainage issue along their building at Walnut and Hazel streets. The
letter stated that the crew did a great job repairing the storm water drainage and
regrading of the parking areas along Walnut Street.
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Public Works Director Marv Pulst reported that there are currently four grants that
have been applied for that do not require a city match. There are two bike/pedestrian
grant applications. This is a state funded grant. The applications are for the five way
intersection at Cherry Street in the amount of $800,000 and the second grant is for
Gardner Road sidewalk improvements to enhance Raspberry Ridge development in the
amount of $71,000. There are two grant applications in for the Safe Routes to School
grant, this is a grant funded by both state and federal. The first application is for a path
from Skagit Street to SR20 ending at Burlington Edison High School in the amount of
$1.1 million. The second application is for sidewalk and intersection improvements
along Victoria/Avon Ave/Burlington Blvd in the estimated amount of $83,000. The
funding for these grants will be available in 2017.  

Director Pulst reported that the Engineering Department is currently working on the
update to the Transportation Comprehensive Plan. Director Pulst asked that council
review the document that he provided regarding improvements to the Parks &
Recreation building.  He would like to discuss at the next council meeting.

Police Chief Bill Van Wieringen presented the Police Department’s accomplishments of
2015 and goals for 2016. He reviewed the organizational chart of the department and
included the Citizens on Patrol group. He added that the Citizens on Patrol group are an
important part of the Police Department and they assist with daily tasks and patrol. He
reviewed the department’s vision, mission, core values, and strategic plan for 2012 –
2018. Chief Van Wieringen reviewed the 2015 accomplishments which included
promotions to fill the positions of Lieutenant and Sergeant, filling all supervisory roles,
purging of two years of Spillman electronic case files, vacant Hostage Negotiator
position was filled, Citizen Survey was developed, distributed, and analyzed, and eight
new officers attended and graduate the basic law enforcement academy, and
completed the departments three month FTO program. Chief Van Wieringen reviewed
the goals for 2016 which include hire and train officers for current vacant positions
bringing staff to allocated levels, develop Traffic Enforcement program, fill vacant
specialty units, detective, drug task force, community resource officer, develop
priorities/level of service based on 2015 citizen survey, convert all paper forms to
electronic documents, develop proactive program directed patrol through individual
squads, and add second position to High Risk Team. Chief Van Wieringen finished with
reviewing the level of service success measurements which include reduction of crime
levels and specific crimes, citizen perception and quality of life, Community and Business
outreach programs, and call response time. Chief Van Wieringen stated that he would
like to have re-accreditation done in 2017 as it is a great measurement tool for the
department.

Public Works Director Marv Pulst and Assistant Public Works Director Brian Dempsey
presented their department’s accomplishments for 2015 and goals for 2016.

Director Pulst reviewed what the Engineering Department does which includes review
of developer projects and permits, technical guidance to other departments, protect city
assets, plan city infrastructure for future needs, manage grant money and funded
projects, administer federal, state, and city mandates, respond to citizen concerns, and
manage solid waste contract with Waste Management. Director Pulst and Assistant
Director Dempsey reviewed the accomplishments of 2015 which included review,
approval and inspection of twenty developer projects, including the Fed Ex roundabout
at George Hopper and Walnut, new South Walnut Street, completion of construction of
Tammi Wilson Memorial Trail, reconstructed East Rio Vista Avenue, completed
transportation impact fee review. Director Pulst and Assistant Director Dempsey
reviewed the engineering goals for 2016 which include the construction of Gilkey
sidewalks and compact roundabout, Gilkey overlay which has received TIB funding in
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the amount of $165,000 to include Whitmarsh Rd from Anacortes to BNSF trestle,
replacement of box culvert on Fairhaven Avenue which will include new sidewalk, ADA
ramps, and overlay, new pervious concrete parking lot, and the design of federally
funded projects including the five way intersection modifications, trail extension from
Cascade Mall to Pease Road, Skagit Street signalization, George Hopper interchange,
East/West arterial connection Burlington Boulevard and Walnut, roadway
improvements. Director Pulst and Assistant Director Dempsey reviewed the process of
grant applications and grant management.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
There was no Unfinished Business.

CONSENT AGENDA:
There was no Consent Agenda.

NEW BUSINESS:

RECOMMENDATION   TO   CITY   COUNCIL   THAT   CINDY   LINT   BE   APPOINTED   TO   THE
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Library Director Sarah Ward stated that there is currently a vacancy on the Library
Board of Trustees and Cindy Lint, a resident of Burlington, has expressed interest in
filling the vacancy. Ms. Lint is a retired elementary school teacher and library supporter
who will make an excellent addition to the board. The Library Board supports her
inclusion to the board.  This vacancy was advertised to the public.  

A motion was made to approve the appointment of Cindy Lint to the Library Board of
Trustees by Councilors Bieche/J. DeGloria.  All in favor; motion carried.

REQUEST  TO  CLOSE  A  PORTION  OF  THE  SIDEWALK  AND  THREE  PARKING  SPACES  ON
NORTH  OAK  STREET  FOR  THE  TRAINWRECK  ANNUAL  GOLF  TOURNAMENT  AWARDS
BANQUET.  APPLICANT – NICK CRANDALL/TRAINWRECK
Senior Planner Brad Johnson stated this is an annual event that will take place on
Saturday, June 4th, 2016 from 12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. This is the third year of the
event and the event has been reviewed by the Technical Review Committee and there
are no concerns with the request.

A motion was made to approve the closure of the sidewalk and three parking spaces
adjacent to the Trainwreck along North Oak Street on Saturday, June 4th, 2016 by
Councilors R. DeGloria/Aslett.  All in favor; motion carried.

CORRECTION  OF  THE  ZONING  MAP  ON  FOUR  PARCELS  IN  THE  M-1  INDUSTRIAL,  R-1
SINGLE  FAMILY  AND  OSPA  OPEN  SPACE,  PARKS  &  AG  ZONE  AT  TOP  OF  BURLINGTON
HILL IN THE AREA OF THE CELL TOWERS
Senior Planner Brad Johnson stated that this is a housekeeping issue to clarify/correct
the zoning lines in the industrial area on Burlington Hill where the cell towers are
located. This error occurred when staff transferred the information from the paper
zoning map to AutoCAD. The cell towers should be located in industrial zoning, not
residential. Discussion was had regarding the process in which the city acquired the
property for the cell towers.

A motion was made to approve the correction to the zoning map for parcel numbers:
P115531, P62327, P125615, and P125616 by Councilors Montgomery/Aslett. All in
favor; motion carried.
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CONTRACT REZONE TO ALLOW OUTDOOR DOG RUNS AND DOGGY DAYCARE IN THE
C-1  GENERAL  COMMERCIAL  ZONING  DISTRICT  AT  910  N  BURLINGTON  BOULEVARD
APPLICANT: CHUCKANUT VALLEY VETERINARY CLINIC/WAGLY
Senior Planner Brad Johnson stated the Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on
February 23, 2016 and recommended approval to the City Council. The City Council
considered the Planning Commission recommendation at the March 10, 2016 and based
on public testimony and other concerns remanded the rezone back to the Planning
Commission. The Planning Commission reviewed the concerns expressed by the City
Council on April 20, 2016 and unanimously voted to recommend the contract rezone
with additional conditions as stated in Section 2 of the proposed ordinance. The
conditions added were the number of dogs allowed, hours outside, and supervision by
employees. Discussion followed regarding the options of the City if the business doesn’t
follow the conditions. It was clarified that since they are in the ordinance the council
could reverse the decision if they are not in compliance. Councilor J. DeGloria thanked
the Planning Commission for their work on this item. Councilor Bieche stated that she is
a customer of this business, but she is able to maintain her impartiality while voting.

A motion was made to approve Contract Re-Zone #1-16 to allow outdoor dog runs and
doggy daycare at 910 N Burlington Boulevard located in the C-1 General Commercial
zoning district and authorize the Mayor’s signature on the proposed ordinance by
Councilors Aslett/J. DeGloria.  All in favor; motion carried.

REQUEST    FOR    PROCUREMENT    OF    JOHN    DEERE    TRACTOR    FOR    THE    SEWER
DEPARTMENT FROM THE STATE CONTRACT
Public Works Director Marv Pulst the quote for the tractor was received through the
state contract for a John Deere Front End Loader/Tractor. This item will replace the
existing 1987 tractor that has been utilized for placement and removal of biosolids.
There has been $34,000 budgeted for this replacement in the 2016 budget and the
estimated price for the equipment is $31,461.52 Councilor Loving asked what was
happening with the old tractor. Director Pulst stated the old tractor would be surplused
.

A motion was made to approve the procurement of the John Deere tractor from the
state contract by Councilors J. DeGloria/Bieche.  All in favor; motion carried.

2016 SUPPLEMENTAL LODGING TAX AWARDS
City Administrator Bryan Harrison stated that a recommendation of the Lodging Tax
Advisory Committee was made to award $208,650 in 2016 lodging tax grant funds to
fourteen recipient agencies. In addition the committee recommended, and the City
Council budgeted, an additional $100,000 in undesignated 2016 funds. The purpose of
that recommendation was to promote and develop new events, activities, and
marketing strategies to increase tourism in Burlington. There was a workshop held on
March 8, 2016 for potential applicants to solicit and discuss potential projects and
events that would increase tourism in Burlington and Skagit County. Following the
workshop the city solicited lodging tax grant applications for review by the committee
and five applications were received. On April 19, 2016 the committee reviewed the
applications and recommend that the City Council fund the Children’s Museum of Skagit
County for a new Winter Wonderland Event to be held December 10 – 11, 2016 in the
amount of $25,000 and to fund the Burlington Public Library’s new Quidditch and Potter
Festival which will be held on June 11, 2016 in the amount of $5,000. Councilor
Edmundson added that the committee felt both events will be successful events and are
both scheduled for off seasons. Discussion was had regarding the different applications
received, application process, and the plan for the two events. Discussion ensued
regarding the donations from the Burlington Library Foundation and the Burlington
Friends of the Library in support of the Quidditch and Potter Festival. Councilor
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DeGloria thanked both the Friends of the Library and the Burlington Library Board for
their donations to the Quidditch and Potter Festival.

A motion was made to award 2016 supplemental lodging tax funds to the Children’s
Museum of Skagit County for the Winter Wonderland event in the amount of $25,000
and to the Burlington Public Library for the Quidditch and Potter Festival in the amount
of $5,000 and to authorize the Mayor’s signature on applicable contracts by Councilors
Aslett/Bieche.  All in favor; motion carried.

DISCUSSION  OF  POTENTIAL  AMENDMENT  TO  BMC  CHAPTER  2.74  PERTAINING  TO  THE
MEMBERSHIP    COMPOSITION    OF    THE    BURLINGTON    LODGING    TAX    ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
City Administrator Bryan Harrison stated that this pertains to the desired size and
composition of the Burlington Lodging Tax Advisory Committee (LTAC). State law (RCW
67.28.1817) requires that a municipality with a population of five thousand or more
residents that imposes lodging taxes must establish a lodging tax advisory committee
consisting of at least five members. At least two members shall represent businesses
required to collect the tax, at least two members must represent persons/entities
involved in activities authorized to be funded by lodging taxes, and one member (a city
councilperson) shall act as chair. Currently the LTAC is comprised of seven members,
three members representing businesses required to collect the tax, three members
eligible to receive lodging tax funding, and a council member chair per BMC 2.74. It has
been challenging at times to ensure that the LTAC achieves a quorum and in order to
increase the probability that the LTAC will achieve a quorum at its meetings. The
recommendation of staff is that the Burlington City Council schedules a public hearing to
consider adopting an ordinance that would amend BMC 2.74 to expand the LTAC from
seven members to seven members plus two alternate members. The alternate
members would be one alternate member be appointed from the businesses required
to collect the tax (hoteliers) and one alternate member be appointed from the entities
eligible to receive lodging tax grants (non-profits). The addition of alternates would
allow the LTAC to maintain a quorum and remove conflicts of interest when voting on
applications that are being funded by lodging tax funds. Councilor Edmundson added
that while reviewing the last applications the committee was very close to not achieving
a quorum and if that were the case these two additional events would not be funded. It
is critical something is done to achieve a quorum at future meetings. Discussion ensued
regarding state law, composition of LTAC, how the alternate members make sense to
achieve the goal of a quorum at each meeting, and the makeup of the committee in
regards to the number of hoteliers and non-profits.

City Council directed staff to prepare draft amendments to BMC 2.74 that would expand
the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee membership from a total of seven, to a total of
seven with two alternates. City Council directed staff to schedule a public hearing to
consider this amendment and to advertise the hearing to all non-profits and hoteliers.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
An Executive Session will be held Per RCW 42.30.110 to discuss with legal counsel
representing the agency matters relating to agency enforcement actions, or to discuss
with legal counsel representing the agency litigation or potential litigation to which the
agency, the governing body, or a member acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to
become, a party, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an
adverse legal or financial consequence to the agency. The executive session should take
approximately twenty minutes and no action is expected as a result of the executive
session.  Council and city staff adjourned for Executive Session at 8:19 p.m.
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ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Sexton adjourned the meeting at 9:03 p.m.

                                                                                                                                                             
Renee Sinclair Steve Sexton
Interim Finance Director Mayor


